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the unfolding of the love idyll that follows with
the stern drama of love's scourging, told in
The King of the Dark Chamber. In both, the
supernal powers come into play across the
desires of men and women who think to win
love, and find it bound by immutable law. In
both, a motive of fate, in the quest of supernal
beauty and loveliness, is used to evoke the
central idea of the drama. But in one the
woman craves beauty for herself; in the other
her desire is to find it in the forbidding face
and the dark chamber of her dreadful lord and
king.
One passage from the latter play, where
the truth begins to penetrate the Queen's
simplicity, will indicate the death motive :
Sudarskana
How can you say that I shall be unable to bear your
sight? Oh, I can feel even in this dark how lovely and
wonderful you are : why should I be afraid of you in the
light ? But tell me, can you see me in the dark ?
King
Yes, I can*
Sudarshana
What do you see ?
King
I see that the darkness of the infinite heavens, whirled